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the Parliament of France. This is the empire which Lord
Hailey's African Survey so successfully misunderstands in
its 1662 pages,
Not Germany. Germany least of all. I agree, as I have
said, with Edwin Carman that it is a misfortune that the
German historical school took hold of the concept of mer-
cantilism and so re-cast it that they provided the fatherland
with a place in the mercantile sun. Schmoller's mercan-
tilism not less than Biicher's1 is an economic bastard. The
Germany of the sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries was, quite as much as Italy, outside the
mercantile sweep, whether we are thinking of doctrine,
policy or system of trade. If Germany was mercantilist,
then mercantilism is just economic nationalism, and a good
word wasted. Hamburg and Frankfurt had merchants, but
these were not the progenitors of modern Germany. On
the contrary, they stood out against it. Brandenburg made
Prussia, Prussia made Germany, and Hamburg now is
vassal to the steel and concrete of Heligoland and Kiel.
Nor does the term become any more appropriate to Germany
if we put before economic nationalism adjectives such as
"aggressive"; for in Europe all economic nationalism has
been aggressive. And if we call the Prussian brand of
economic aggression mercantilist, we throw dust in our eyes.
For Prussia carved her way to empire not by trade, but by
administrative capacity and military force.
This is well illustrated by her record in the Pacific. Caesar
Godeffroy & Co. in the person of their agent, Theodor
Weber (whom R. L. Stevenson dubbed a mixture of Machia-
velli and caveman) harried the Samoans of the i86o's,
70*5 and 8o's into a respectful fear of himself and his
country.
Weber was in short a master of men, a man whose actions
and methods the men on the Pacific fringe, and even the
disillusioned natives, could understand and appreciate. He
managed them, if not gently, in a way which came within their
comprehension. His knowledge of men, brown and white,
made him the dominant figure in the Central Pacific, made
Germany the economic master of the Pacific in the 70*8 and
1 "It found its typical development in the economic policy of Colbert."
(K, Bticaer, Industrial Evolution, p. 136.)